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TO AMEMBASSY NASSAU 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 192793 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EFIS, PFOR, BF. US 

SUBJECT: BAHAMAS 200 MILE FISHERIES ZONE 
REF: (A) STATE 137980, (B) NASSAU 564 

1 . EMBASSY IS AWARE THAT RECENT PASSAGE OF 200 MILE FISH- 
ERIES LEGISLATION BY BOTH THE BAHAMAS AND THE US HAS GIVEN 
RISE TO FISHERIES AND MARITIME BOUNDARY QUESTIONS. OF 
PARTICULAR URGENCY IS FISHERIES ISSUE SINCE BAHAMIAN 

LAW HAS HAD IMMEDIATE IMPACT ON US FISHERMEN WHO FISH FOR 
SNAPPER-GROUP AND OTHER FINFISH IN NEW GCOB ZONE. SITUA- 
TION WITH RESPECT TO SPINY LOBSTER (WHICH US FISHERMEN 
HAVE BEEN PRECLUDED FROM FISHING OFF BAHAMAS SINCE 1975) 
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IS UNCHANGED BY NEW GCOB LAW BUT DEPT. IS UNDER INCREASING 
PRESSURE TO RAISE ISSUE AGAIN WITH BAHAMAS TO EXPLORE 
POSSIBILITIES FOR ACCESS. DEPT. RECOGNIZES THAT SUCH 
ACCESS IS UNLIKELY, BUT AGREEMENT ALLOWING US FISHING FOR 
FINFISH AND SPORTSFISH SHOULD BE POSSIBLE. 

2. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO APPROACH GCOB TO REQUEST THAT 
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FISHERIES DISCUSSIONS BE HELD BETWEEN TWO GOVERNMENTS AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF DIPLOMATIC NOTE 
FOR EMBASSY TRANSMITTAL TO FOREIGN MINISTRY: BEGIN TEXT. 

THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA PRESENTS ITS 
COMPLIMENTS TO THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN -AFFAIRS OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS AND HAS THE HONOR TO REFER TO 
THE LAW OF THE BAHAMAS WHICH ESTABLISHES A 200-MILE FISHERY 
ZONE OFF THE COAST OF THE BAHAMAS. 

THE FOREIGN MINISTRY IS AWARE THAT UNITED STATES FISHING 
VESSELS HAVE BEEN FISHING FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS IN WATERS 
WHICH WILL NOW BE A PART OF THE BAHAMAS FISHERIES ZONE. 

THE EMBASSY REQUESTS OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS MEET AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO 
DISCUSS THE IMPACT WHICH THE EXTENSION OF FISHERIES JURIS- 
DICTION BY THE BAHAMAS MAY HAVE ON UNITED STATES FISHERMEN, 
AND TO EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITY OF NEGOTIATING A FISHERIES 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TWO GOVERNMENTS. 

THE EMBASSY HOPES THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF THE BAHAMAS WILL EXERCISE RESTRAINT IN THE ENFORCEMENT 
OF ITS LAW AGAINST US FISHERMEN UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS HAVE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
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EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITY OF A FISHERIES AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
OUR TWO COUNTRIES. COMPLIMENTARY CLOSE. END TEXT. VANCE 
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